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...After all, language is our creation. It reflects our values, ideals, and goals,
and the way we see and relate to the world. There are languages that do not
insist on the constant repetition of the vertical pronoun for clarity or
grammatical completeness. In Japanese, for example, it is possible to make
sentences without the “I” or other personal pronouns in all but a few cases.
The Japanese ideal of personal behavior, which the language reflects, is modesty
and self-effacement, in theory at least if not always in practice. The strong
assertion of the Ego-I in contemporary American speech, as well as the decline
of the passive voice in favor of the active, shows that we no longer value
humility and self-effacement, if we ever did.

Our relative mind of Ego, aided by language, deceives us in other ways. It
constantly tempts us into distinctions and judgments that take us farther and
farther from the concrete and the real into the realm of the speculative and the
abstract....With each such judgment the experience of pure healing becomes

fainter and fainter until one no longer hears the sound but hears only his
thoughts about it.

(Thich Nhat Hanh, Zen Keys, New York 2005, pp.9-10)

(V)
the vertical pronoun : Z Z TI{X pronoun ®“I”% =
self-effacement : the act or fact of keeping oneself in the background, as in
humility.
the Ego-1: Z Z Tl egoistical ® % \ L selfish 72 I 2 & F
the passive voice & the active : Z 1 5% grammatical term T3
deceive : to make someone believe something that is not true.= trick, deception
speculative : based on guessing, not on information or facts
faint : lacking strength or feeling weak
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