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It is thus that gprationalism leads to the conception of idealism, introduced above as a
specific version of rationalism, which maintains that gultimate reality is reserved to ideas,
whereas physical objects are but poor copies of the ideal ones. The conception has found its
most absurd formulation in the theory that reason is the substance of all things, expressed
in the passage quoted at the beginning of this book. We asked why @a philosopher must
phrase his conceptions in this way. We can now give the answer: because his primary
interest is not an understanding of knowledge but something else. He wishes to construe
knowledge in such a way that it supplies a basis for moral directives; he wishes to construct
for knowledge a certainty which sense perception can never attain, with the intention to
construct a parallel to such certainty in an absolute ethical knowledge. He does not hesitate
to develop his system in picture language because he misunderstands @the language of
scientific explanation.

(Hans Reichenbach, The Rise of Scientific Philosophy)
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