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How, in fact, are we to frame our moral calculus? How are we to estimate the tendency of any
action on happiness or unhappiness? Since we have no divine faculty to pronounce one kind of
happiness to be better than another, let us assume all to be equal. In the same way, let us
assume that...each man is to count for one, and no man for two. Unless our units are assumed to
be equal, we obviously cannot count to any purpose. But, however convenient the assumption,
we may ask how slt can be justified on empirical principles, and whether it does not lead us to
practical difficulties? Why should the happiness of a Goethe or a Shakespeare be considered as
of equal value with the happiness of a pickpocket? 1f all men's happiness is to be of equal value,
does it not follow that we must acecept the standard of the lowest...? One man prefers art to
gin*!; a thousand prefer gin to art. Why is the intellectual to be preferred to the sensual
gratification? Because, it has been said, those who can appreciate both generally or always
prefer the intellectual. But may that not imply merely that the power of gratifying the palate*®?
is lost as the power of gratifying the mental faculties increases? Can we obtain a sufficiently
secure standingpoint for asserting the value of the purest and what are generally called the
highest pleasures? Se long as we start simply from observation of the individual mind, and
allow each testimony to be of egual value, there seems to be no sufficient escape from these
difficulties. »What is called morality becomes simply the judgment of the average mind as to

the relative value of its pleasures. There must always be a tendency in thinkers of this class to

regard the heroic few as fools, and men of lofty*?® moral aspirations as mere dreamers,
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Das Ubel ist das Gegenteil®' des Wohlbefindens*2, das Bése aber das Gegenteil des
Wohlverhaltens®® Das Boise entspringt aus der Freiheit und kommt also gidnzlich von unserem
Betragen*4 her, das Ubel aber auch von der Natur. In Ansehung alles Ubels in der Welt soll der
Mensch eine gesetzte*s gleichmiitige™® und standhafte®7? Seele beweisen, aber in Ansehung des
BRasen ist es anders bewandt, da geht es nicht an, dall der Mensch darin eine gesetzte,
gleichmutige Scele blicken lasse, denn das erhéht noch mehr seine Bosheit®*3. Das ist ein
Zustand einer ruchlozen®? Seele und einer verruchten®1? Gemutsart, das Bose der Handlungen
mufl vielmehr mit dem Bewubisein des Schmerzes®!! der Seele begleitet sein. Allein die
gesetzte und fréohliche*12 Seele bei dem Ubel und Unglicksfillen®*!3 erhéht den Wert des
Menschen. Es ist wider die Wirde des Menschen, der Gewalt der physischen*14 Ubel
unterzuliegen®15 yund vom Spiel des zufilligen®16 Zustandes abzuhidngen.

(Paul Menzer (Hrsg.), Eine Vorlesung Kants iber Ethik. Pan Verlag Rolf Heise 1924)
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